“Unless the Lord
builds the house, its
builders labour in
vain. Unless the Lord
watches over the city,
the watchmen stand
guard in vain.”
Psalm 127:1

Arbre de vie - Benin
Newsletter April ‘09
Dear friends and partners,
We are very happy to bring you the latest news from
Arbre de vie – Benin. In our last newsletter, we gave
you a review of the activities of the year 2008. In this
newsletter, we want to report on activities and events
of the first four months of this year. And by God’s
grace, 2009 started well for us!

Visitors and volunteers
Since we raised the contribution for
volunteers in 2008, the number of
volunteer candidates has decreased
considerably. This year, we have
just had a few visitors for a few
days.
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In February, the couple Ashley and
Jon Barchus from the Church of the
•
Nazarene in Beavercreek, Ohio,
came to visit. Our friends are the
official representatives of Arbre de
•
vie in the USA. Though this was a
•
David, Jon, Alice, Ashley & Louis at the beach private visit, we seized the opportunity to talk about future mission
•
trips, and especially the next trip in June ’09. We are impressed by their interest and
attention in regards to our work with the children and the projects in general. During
their stay with us, we were also able to talk about the procedure of registration of
“Tree of Life” as a 501 (c) charity in the USA. The creation of Tree of Life – USA is
well on its way, the bylaws are already established. The founding of a non profit in the USA will give our organization
more credibility, and we will have great opportunities to raise funds for the construction of our centre and other projects. We are very encouraged by this vivid and constructive partnership.
In this same rubric, we also have received six Austrian tourists. The
six men drove their Landcruisers all the way from Kärnten in Austria to Fidrjossè in Cotonou, and stopped in front of our gate. It
was incredible to see the “alps in movement”! At this occasion, we
were given the satellite coordinates of our house. A couple days
later, two Belgians drove up in front of our house; they had also
driven all the way from Brussels to Cotonou. Today, we are assured that you can indeed reach “Black Africa” from Europe by car,
and why not one day by train? It’s your turn now!

Six Austrian tourists visiting with the Fatons

Our opinion about adoption
More than a year ago, a couple from the USA started the adoption process of one of the girls in our orphanage. Her name is Tatiana, and she is 6 years old today. We have learned quite a few lessons from this adven„We bring
ture! An adoption needs thorough preparation. The adopter primarily needs a lot of patience. Since we have
hope to a
engaged in this process, we detected a legal loophole concerning adoption in Benin. That is, the documents
new
needed are not known beforehand, and it is not always clear where to apply for these documents. More importantly, the procedure is not the same nationwide. We are not saying that adopting is impossible - on the generation“
contrary. We are assured that it’s possible as we have already gone far in Tati’s case. The difficulty now is
that we are not told the date of the court hearing. I would like to give my personal opinion about adoption.
Every time someone asked me this question: “Honoré, what do you as an African and as the president of a charity think about adoption?” I would avoid as much as possible answering the question or just give a more or less vague response. It has taken me 10
years to form a view about adoption. My view today complies with the view of 60 to 70% of the Africans I have interrogated: I am
finally FOR, in favor of adoption! But why?

The fact of adopting a child, and especially in Africa where the future for many children is uncertain, means to
reverse a human tragedy. I have the deep conviction that the destiny of man depends on God, but also on the
location where a person grows up. I do think that we should give all the children the same opportunities, no
matter where they are born. They should have the right to grow up in a healthy family, the right to receive a
good school education, good nutrition, a good environment, etc. But this is not the case in
Benin where more than 60% of the population cannot provide for all of these important
“You will
needs of their children. These little ones are sacrificed on the altar of misery and human
never be
uncertainty.

more Godlike than if
you love
your
neighbor.”

We just want to ask one thing of the adopters--that they prepare mentally for the adoption and that they are
willing to bring sacrifices in order to see their dream come true--a dream that means nothing more than
bringing the love of God to our neighbor. We have decided to accompany any family who desires to adopt a
child in Africa or in Benin. As a matter of fact, we would like to specialize in this area.
Please do contact us if you need more information on the choice of an attorney, the procedure and formalities and the documents needed.

Our kids have a say
Emmanuel:
“My greatest joy this last semester
was the visit of a former French volunteer in Sakété. Valérie has taken
me on a trip to the game park in the
North. I have seen for the first time
all those wild animals from which
we were told so many stories and
tales since our early childhood. I
also saw the “Tata Somba” (round
huts) and the mountains of Dassa. I
was very impressed by all that.
Thank you, Valérie!“

Alice, David and Louis:
“We were so happy about the love, joy
and attention that Ashley and Jon brought
us during their visit in February. For the
first time, we were actually playing in the
waves at the shore. Our friends also gave
us sweets and clothes. We want to say a
thousand times “Merci”.”

All Yedidja Kids:
“We thank our friends in Ohio for
the package with all the gifts they
sent us. Each one of us has found a
personal gift, and they were all
wrapped in such beautiful paper!
We want to thank our sponsors and
godparents in the different churches
and countries. Without you we
wouldn’t be able to stay at the orphanage! May God bless you!”

IN ORDER…
For Alice, Florent, Louise, Louisette, Emmanuel, Tatiana, Jeannine, Augustin, Albertine, Viviane, Ricardo,
Delphine, etc. to live a better life and to grow in the relationship with Jesus Christ, in dignity and in independence.

Conducted and ongoing projects
Cattle farm and vegetable garden
The 2008 report of the UNICEF says that between 2000 and
2006 26% of all children under age 5 suffered from underweight,
and that more than 38% suffered from growth retardation. The
situation is alarming and is practically similar in all developing
countries. It is proven today that in “Black Africa,” 25% of illnesses in children under age 5 are a consequence of malnutrition.
Thus, we have initiated two small projects: a chicken farm and a
vegetable garden (see picture). These projects were initiated in
order to improve the nutrition of our children, which up to now
has been quite poor in proteins, vitamins and trace elements. We
have opted for a balanced, diversified nutrition, based on local
resources.
Our main problem is the lack of water for the garden. We need
to dig our well deeper since it tends to dry out. We also need a
motor pump and a water tower.

Our vegetable garden and cot for the chicken

Art Project
Creativity, especially arts and handicraft work, is not part of the
school education in Benin. In order to stimulate their sense of
creativity, we have conducted an arts workshop in April. Fabiola
and Rafi, both artists in Benin, have accepted our invitation to conduct a painting workshop. For our children, it was wonderful to
get acquainted with arts in general, and more precisely with painting. Up to then, they were hardly able to draw suitcases, flowers
and trees. The kids
expressed their desire
to repeat this experience. We would like
to sell the best artworks as post cards
later on.

We advocate
unconditional love
in conditional
world

Rafi with the kids at the workshop

Project “school equipment” from the Global Fund
In March, Arbre de vie was selected by the Global Fund to receive
school equipment for 48 children. The school equipment, which
included part of the school fees for the middle school students, was
distributed to the children in our support program. It was a great
encouragement, especially for the children who live outside our
orphanage.

Übergabe der Schulausrüstung vom Global Fund

Events in the future
Arbre de vie is celebrating her 10th birthday!
In December, a group of young people, convinced of God’s love, gathered in Cotonou in Benin
in order to found the organization Arbre de vie with the objective of improving the living conditions of the most deprived in Benin. Where do we stand today? What are the changes, what
are our perspectives? We will answer these questions in one of our next newsletters.
Mission trip from a group of Beavercreek, Ohio
June 16 – 27, the fourth mission trip from the Beavercreek Church of the Nazarene will be
conducted by Ashley. This time the group size is 13, of which one young man will come a little
earlier to help out in the orphanage. The group has already met a couple of times, and here in
Benin, the preparations are in full swing! You will receive the report of this mission trip in our
next newsletter…

“A help that
does not take
into account
the concerns
of the
population is
vain.”

Needs and prayer requests
Contact information:
Arbre de vie
081 BP 7142, Aéroport
Cotonou, Bénin
Phone: +229 21 00 98 82
In charge:
Honoré : +229 97 58 58 99
Gabi: +229 97 89 83 67
honorefaton@yahoo.fr
gabifaton@gmail.com
Please contact us by email if
you have questions
concerning our projects:
info@arbre-de-vie.org
www.arbre-de-vie.org

Thank God with us:
• In spite of lacking finances, we were able to start with the vegetable garden and
the chicken farm.
• For generally good health of our children and co-workers
• For a blessed time with the Barchus couple
• For a successful art workshop
• For protection for our children and co-workers on all our travels and trips
Pray with us for:
• The registration of our organization in the USA
• The preparations for the group arriving from Ohio: may they have a good time,
may God protect them on their trip and give them good health during their stay
in Benin
• All those working with Arbre de vie: the Faton family, Richard, Charlotte, Marie
and Marie (new co-worker helping in the kitchen and household) and for those
working in the chicken farm and in the garden
• The last school trimester: may God help the children to get high marks at the
end of the school year. Three of them are also passing an exam finishing primary
school…
• Good results in the gardening and chicken-raising
• Funds for the construction of the toilets, showers and a kitchen which we need
urgently as the rainy season has already started

The Arbre de vie team is thankful for your support of our projects, andyou’re your interest.
May God recompense you richly! We also thank our friends who have helped editing, correcting and translating our newsletter.
We hope to hear from you soon!
Tree of Life – USA
Please make checks payable to BCN
(Beavercreek Church of the Nazarene) and
send to 1850 N. Fairfield Rd. Beavercreek
OH 45432 c/o Ashley Barchus and be sure
to write "Africa Donation" in the memo
line.
Arbre de vie - Benin
Société Générale de Banques au Bénin
Avenue Clozel
01 BP 585
Cotonou
Bank code: B0104
Counter (guichet): 01000

Account no.: 10460923001
RIB 52
IBAN : B0104 001001046092300152
SWIFT: SOGEBJBJ

Account no: 4054425
Bank code (BLZ): 460 700 24
BIC: DEUTDEDB516
IBAN: DE04460700240405442500

Arbre de vie – Switzerland
Recipient: Arbre de vie - Suisse
Bank name: Postefinance
Address: Avenue Nording 8 - 3030 Berne
Account no.: 17-375944-4
IBAN : CH81 0900 0000 1737 5944 4
SWIFT : POFICHBEXXX

Lebensbaum Austria:
Recipient: Lebensbaum
Bank name: Raiffeisenbank Wernberg
Bank code (BLZ): 39559
Bank no: 27557

Lebensbaum – Germany
Bank name: Deutsche Bank

Please specify what you would like
your donation to be used for.

