Arbre de vie - Benin
Newsletter August 09

Dear friends, supporters, brothers and sisters,
Three months have already past since we sent out our last newsletter. The start of this year certainly hasn’t been easy but the second half shows glimmers of hope. This third newsletter brings you much more
encouraging news than the first two. We give heartfelt thanks and praise to Jesus who has walked with us
and supported us throughout the times when we really didn’t know what to do. We would also like to say
a huge thank you to the people across the world who are united with us in fighting for social equality and
against distress and need in Africa. May God continue to bless you greatly.

Honore’s Trip to France and Germany
For those of you who weren’t aware of it at the time, I (Honoré) spent the month of May in Germany and France. The
purpose of this trip was mainly to extend my permission of stay and also to take care
of some other official paperwork for myself and our two daughters. I was happily able
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to get everything done. I am also extremely grateful for the opportunity I had to
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While in Europe, I also attended two Christian conferences, one in Frankfurt and the
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other in Strasburg. Coincidentally both had the theme of faith and its development. I
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was really touched by my experiences at both conferences which brought me
new perspectives on our work. God spoke very clearly to me, telling me that
running around following our routine doesn’t lead to anything; we need to stop
and ask “Am I still following the Father’s will?” “Am I trusting in him alone?”
In Strasburg, God also helped me to get in touch with some old contacts of ours which had almost gone cold. I was also
able to meet the brothers and sisters at an African church called “Metanoia” again.
I was still in Strasburg on my birthday on 16th May when I was suddenly overcome with pain and had to make a trip to the
hospital in Kehl (Germany). I was diagnosed with Malaria and had to stay in the hospital for 3 days. Through God’s grace I
made a quick recovery and I was able to end the trip on a high note. I’d really like to thank everyone both near and far
who contributed to the trip’s success.

Seminars and Workshops
On return to Benin, a large amount of work was waiting for me, including furthering my education. I first spent a week in
Porto Novo at a conference about water. I then attended a workshop about the transport of goods and people throughout the Economic Community of West African States (CEDEAO). I was struck by the size of this meeting which was also
attended by politicians from various countries and it was an honour and a privilege for our organisation that my voice
was also heard, as I was able to make a suggestion about the setting up of a security fund for the needy in West Africa.
The third meeting was a follow-up to the first which resulted in the establishment of a focal point in each province for
issues to do with water. Our participation in these meetings was the result of the memorandum of understanding between Arbre de Vie and the government which we signed in March 2008.

Arbre de Vie – Beavercreek Church of the Nazerene (Ohio, USA) Partnership
For the last 3 years we’ve had a fruitful partnership with the Beavercreek Church of the Nazerene in Ohio, USA. The
strategy for this project is very simple, “Pray, give and act (through going to see what is happening on the ground).”
Having been touched by his short stay with us as a volunteer a few years ago, Ashley, now the Youth Pastor at the
church, returned home to mobilise a circle of his friends to support our vision. To concrete this support, 2 mission
groups per year have visited us for the last 2 years. During these trips, we receive a contribution from each group
member for accommodation, transport and subsistence, from which we also try to put some money aside for
use on our social health projects. Each group also raises money for use on our current projects and to help the
NGO with our general activities. This is a long-term, ongoing partnership.
Here is a summary of the work we’ve undertaken together and their outcomes:
· The huge amount of attention which our 26 children have received during the mission groups’ visits (in the form of joy, love, teaching and various
presents)
· An evangelical mission which we ran in Zinmon, a neighbouring village,
and in which the children also took part.
· An awareness raising campaign on Malaria, during which insect-resistant
mosquito nets were distributed.
· A mini-conference in the church in Sahoro-Djѐdjé (about 15km from
Sakété) on the theme of the resurrection of Jesus. This seminar was followed by the distribution of bibles, towels and mosquito nets, all bought
with the money raised in Ohio. It was particularly noticeable that many people, particularly the women, chose to take the mosquito nets rather than
the bibles, despite the fact that they didn’t own a bible.
· Start of construction of 4 showers
· Start of construction of 4 toilet cubicles
Ashley and the group on the march through Sakété
· Purchase of a motor pump for our well
· Purchase of kitchen equipment and various other household equipment
· A sightseeing excursion to the Ouémé valley including a boot trip on the Ouéme river
· Purchase of 3 double wardrobes for use in the children’s dormitories
· Running a basic health campaign in the centre
· Cleaning of the centre including creating a small rubbish pit
· Receipt of medical supplies which were donated in Ohio for humanitarian use
· Provision of new leather mattress covers for the children’s home
· Distribution of clothes and shoes to the children and staff, all of which were donated by friends in Beavercreek
· A peace march through Sakété with stops at the town hall and the hospital
· Purchase of new clothes for the children

The time spent with our friends from Beavercreek is always full of joy and happiness; it’s a time of dancing, of singing
around the fire, of games and of excursions. During the Beavercreek team’s visits, new friendships are created, particularly with the kids but also with the staff. We always find ourselves
enriched and are extremely thankful for these wonderful experiences.
Conclusion: The church is not only tasked to pray and give but also
to go into the mission field, and she still much to learn in this regard.
The Beavercreek Church of the Nazarene, where Ashley works as
youth pastor, is a shining light in this area. However, we would also
like to give glory to God, with whom’s help came the huge success
of Ashley Barchus-Reeves‘ last mission in June 2009.
The next meeting is set for December 2009, God willing!

End-of-year School Results
The school summer holidays in Yedidja last from June until the beginning of September and this is a good opportunity to provide extra help for those who are still having difficulties with some subjects. Some of our children are truely excellent students, while others
are weaker. In general however the results are very pleasing; 85% of the primary and also 85% of the secondary students passed their
exams. Some of the children were also top of their class and four passed the admission exam for secondary school. Lazard, one of
the students supported by Arbre de Vie, also passed the school leaving examinations (le Baccalauréat). We give glory to God for all
of this!
Some of the children also spent some time with us (the Faton family) in July, so that they could experience life in a European-style
household. The fruits of this experience remain to be seen! The other children either stayed at the children’s home continuing with
their studies and helping in the garden, or went home to spend their holidays with their families.

Changes at the Children’s Home and to our Team
We’re happy to be able to report that the number of children in our children’s home has risen. Our new family members are sisters,
Rosaline and Adjokè (8 and 11) who are from Benin but who were brought up in Nigeria. These girls were intercepted by the police
on their way to work and were placed in our care to break the vicious cycle of child labour and trafficking.
Both girls speak English. We pray for their smooth adaptation to the Beninese school system.
Charlotte Dassi, our cook, gave birth to a daughter in June and we welcome little Alakè to the world!
Charlotte was on maternity leave until the end of July.
Richard Faton, 35, a teacher, has been our house father for 5 years and has been single up until now. At
the start of August he left for Belarus to start his own family. He had told us about his friendship with Ludmila some months ago but nothing was confirmed until recently. Now it’s official! We’re delighted for him
and wish him all the best for the future. The time was a bit too short for Arbre de Vie to find his replacement before he left and Honoré is taking on this role for now until the post can be filled.
The other staff currently working in the children’s home are Marie Djékété, health worker (32, en- We thank Richard for all
gaged) and Marie Aniannou, housekeeper (26, married, no children). They both take care of the these years of service in
children’s needs (catering, education, health).
the orphanage Yedidja
Marie Djékété also plans to get married this year but the date is not yet fixed. She will not take leave
until after Charlotte Dassi’s return.

Completed and Ongoing Projects
The vegetable garden is now bearing its first fruits. For the
first time, we’ve been able to grow our own produce, some of
which can also be sold. At the moment, we’re only growing
peppers for sale. We already make up a 15% share of the national production of green peppers (there are no other types
in Benin), as most of the peppers consumed in Benin previously came from Togo or the Netherlands. Since the future of
Benin is so dependent on stable agriculture, we are sure that
we’re investing in the right area and we’re planning to invest
the profit from the peppers into enlarging the garden, in order
to increase production for the Beninese market.
Unfortunately, the chicken farm has yet to prove a success
even through we’ve already invested funds into it. We hope
that we’ll soon be in a position to re-launch this project.

Our first green pepper harvest was successfull!

Our newest project is rabbit rearing. Some of the profit from
our pepper production has been invested into this and both
projects are now being run by Serges Sognigbé, an agricultural
engineer.
Conclusion: The solution to Africans‘ problems is not to
simply provide them with food, but rather to help them to
produce it for themselves.

Our Gardener’s Story
The vegetable garden project has lead to the creation of 2
new jobs. These have been filled by Marc Dossa, who looks
after the sales, and Fidèle Wolo, who is the gardener. Here
is Fidèle’s story. He was a young, unemployed gardener in
Cotonou. When I first met him, I asked him what he knew
how to do. “I know how to go peppers and other vegetables.” Then I asked him how much money he would need in
order to set up a vegetable garden and he gave me a As I
didn’t have the whole amount, I first gave him part of it, and
then gradually the rest. Today the vegetable garden is able
to pay the salaries of 2 employees. Fidèle would like to
thank everyone who sent money for this project, for
through taking him at his word, his life has been changed.
For the first time in his life, he has been able to rent an
apartment in Sakété, something which he couldn’t previously
afford to do.

Fidèle with our Clément who helps a lot with the gardening

Thanks and Prayer Requests
Contact details:
Arbre de vie
081 BP 7142, Aéroport
Cotonou, Bénin
Phone: +229 21 00 98 82

We have thousands of reasons to thank God for the growth and success
of our work over the last few months. We’re very thankful and above all
thank YOU for your prayer support!

In charge:
Honoré : +229 97 58 58 99
Gabi: +229 97 89 83 67

Prayer requests for the coming months:
· That we can find a suitable staff member for the children’s home
· For a minibus for the children’s home
· For the sale of land, so that we can enlarge the centre
· For Gabi and the children’s safe trip to Germany (August)
· For Richard and Marie’s wedding
· For the continued health of the kids and the staff

honorefaton@yahoo.fr
gabifaton@gmail.com

Final thought:
“A crisis is an opportunity, and with God’s help we can do many things.”

Please contact us by email if you have
questions concerning our projects:
info@arbre-de-vie.org

We wish you all a good start to the post-holiday period, whether it means
back to school for our kids, new beginnings in a new place, or simply ‘back
to the routine!’

www.arbre-de-vie.org

Warm Regards,
The Faton Family

Bank information

Counter (guichet): 01000
Account no.: 10460923001
RIB 52
IBAN : B0104 001001046092300152
SWIFT: SOGEBJBJ

Tree of Life – USA
Please make checks payable to BCN
(Beavercreek Church of the Nazarene) and
send to 1850 N. Fairfield Rd. Beavercreek OH
45432 c/o Ashley Barchus and be sure to write Arbre de vie – Switzerland
"Africa Donation" in the memo line.
Recipient: Arbre de vie - Suisse
Bank name: Postefinance
Arbre de vie - Benin
Address: Avenue Nording 8 - 3030 Berne
Account no.: 17-375944-4
Société Générale de Banques au Bénin
Avenue Clozel
IBAN : CH81 0900 0000 1737 5944 4
SWIFT : POFICHBEXXX
01 BP 585
Cotonou
Bank code: B0104

Lebensbaum – Germany
Bank name: Deutsche Bank
Account no: 4054425
Bank code (BLZ): 460 700 24
BIC: DEUTDEDB516
IBAN: DE04460700240405442500
Lebensbaum Austria:
Recipient: Lebensbaum
Bank name: Raiffeisenbank Wernberg
Bank code (BLZ): 39559
Bank no: 27557
Please specify what you would like your
donation to be used for.

