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Dear friends and partners in the mission of Arbre de vie!
It is already a tradition to share with you quarterly the latest news
of our organization. We want to share with you again since without God, and without you, we wouldn’t be able to accomplish
much here in Benin, even with all our good will. We thank you for
your participation in the projects of Arbre de vie!
We are convinced that many of you are not aware of the importance of your gifts, small as they may be. “The Father in heaven is
proud of you!”
In this edition of our newsletter, we want to give you insight to
our projects in 8 points.

1. Travels
· Gabi’s and our daughters’ trip to Germany

In August, the three “ladies” of the Faton family spent 5 weeks of vacation
in Germany.
We are thankful for the time we were able to spend in our home country
which has allowed us to take a bath in our own culture and speak in our
mother tongue. Our special thanks go to the grandparents who sponsored
the flight tickets. “Thank you” also to all who have contributed to a successful stay for the three of us. May the Lord bless you richly.
When we returned to Benin, school had already started. Jamina is now in
first grade, at a new school, and Lena is in Kindergarten in the same establishment which is called “lapins bleus”, Blue Rabbits. So far, all is well at the
new school.
· Richard’s trip to Belorussia

Jamina and Lena-Joy at the bus station
close to their grandparents’ home

You certainly remember that we mentioned Richard’s planned trip to meet
his girlfriend in Belorussia. All went well and finally Richard and Lyudmila
got married on October 23. Unfortunately, no family members were able
to attend the wedding. As you know, the wedding is just the first step. The
challenge they face now is to build and maintain a good marriage relationship. We invite you to pray for the new couple!
· Marie Djékété (Nurse assistant)

Marie’s wedding has not taken place due to her fiancé’s job situation. He is a
soldier and was recently sent on a mission to Ivory Coast. The length of his
mission is not yet known. We would also like you to pray for the two of
them.

2. Training and Workshops

Newly wed: Richard and Lyudmila

In October, our organization participated in a workshop organized by our partner organization “Regard d’Amour.”
The theme was “Defending children’s rights and fight against child trafficking.” Various points were mentioned during
the workshop: “registering of births”, “child trafficking” and “child displacement.” These problems constantly cause
major headaches to those who work in the social sectors in the region. At the end of the seminar, various recommendations were addressed to the public and private social sector in order to establish the right of those innocent children who continue to be the victims of adults without conscience.

3. New co-workers

We are thankful for our new co-workers. Our capacities are being strengthened and we can now work more efficiently. We thank God for these people that He sent us to help in our task.
· Engineer Eric Mehou

Eric started working with Arbre de vie on August 16. As he is a graduate engineer in community development and someone who shares our
Christian values, he has become the assistant to the Programs Manager
(Honoré) and in addition, he temporarily fills the position of the orphanage director. Eric is someone who shares our vision and values
and who is fully committed to the task.
· Engineer Serge Sonigbé

Serge Sognigbé is agronomist and works part time with the organization. He supervises our agricultural project and the raising of the rabbits. His position is external which means that he is on center at least
one day per week to supervise the work and to give advice to the staff
on the center.

4. Ongoing and completed projects

· Project proposal for the construction of dormitories

Arbre de vie submitted a project proposal for the construction of two
more dormitories to the French Development Foundation. Unfortunately, our project was not selected.
· Garden project (Green pepper cultivation)
We have started our second harvest on October 15. Unfortunately, the
income through the sale of our green peppers is very low due to much
lower market prices.
The supply exceeds the demands in the market, and for the same quantity of peppers we would only get a fraction of the money this time (at
the first harvest, we sold 40 peppers for €10, but now we sell them for
less than €1).
· Rabbit raising
This project is in progress and we hope that in a couple of months, God
willing, the children will benefit from this project and find their meals
enriched.
· Showers and Toilets
These two buildings have been finished and are being used already. In
order to improve hygiene on the center in general, we have introduced
dustbins and are teaching the children to use them. We noticed that the
older kids especially appreciate the changes we are trying to implement

Our team left to right (back): Marc, Mathias,
Marie, Serge, Jacques; left to right (front): Gabi,
Honoré, Charlotte, Marie “II”, Eric

Ongoing and completed projects

Toilets

to improve the living co nditions in the orphanage!
5. Testimonies, changes, thanks

Showers

· Vacation time in Cotonou

Some of the Yedidja kids spent a couple of weeks with the Faton family in
Cotonou. This stay at our home has allowed them to better understand
how a family functions and to learn more about rules of politeness, order
and cleanliness. The older children also learned how to babysit. The 7
children confirmed that after their stay, the orphanage dormitories are
cleaner and there is better order. Since their visit, we often hear politeness terms such as “thank you” and “please” being used in the orphanage.
· Dossou’s health

In September, Dossou had an accident while playing and his knee was
injured. He had to come to Cotonou to receive treatment. Several analysis, including x-rays, were done and fortunately he did not have to have
an operation or get a plaster cast. Today, Dossou‘s knee is healed and
he goes to school like all the other children. We thank all those who
helped to pay the medical bills!
· Marie Djékété‘s health

Rabbits

Augustin, our eldest boy, diligently takes
care of the rabbits

Marie suffers from sickle cell anemia. Her health is quite fragile. Thank you for your continued prayers for her.

6. Events

· Second children’s camp 2009

After a very good first experience in December, 2008, we have
decided to organize a second children’s camp this year.
This camp is planned for December 26 through 28, and its motto
is “The Yedidja children facing the changes of our era.”
· Arbre de vie celebrates its 10th birthday

The Arbre de vie organization will be 10 years old in December.
We are planning an official celebration on December 28, 2009.
The theme of the celebration is: “Arbre de vie after 10 years!
What has changed?“
· Beginning of school

Since October 1, the children are again on their way to school
after 3 months of vacation. During their vacation time they had
regular classes in order to catch up with the learning matters.
Therefore, they are very well prepared for the new school year
and we count on good results for 2009-2010.

Summer class at Yedidja

7. We are thankful for:
Contact details:
Arbre de vie
081 BP 7142, Aeroport
Cotonou, Rep. du Benin
Phone: +229 21 00 98 82
In charge:
Honoré : +229 97 58 58 99
Gabi: +229 97 89 83 67
honorefaton@yahoo.fr
gabifaton@gmail.com

·
·
·
·
·

Dossou’s healing
The amelioration of Marie’s health
A fabulous trip to Germany for Gabi and the girls
A smooth beginning of school in Benin
Our new co-workers

Prayer requests
· Unity and health in our team
· Good school results for the Yedidja children
· A van for the orphanage

Conclusion

Please contact us by email if you
have questions concerning our
projects:
info@arbre-de-vie.org

The development work ought to have a long term efficiency. Many
men and women have been won over to stand up for a just and noble cause. Our motto is: “Be God’s instrument in the human development work.”

www.arbre-de-vie.org
www.helpbenin.com

We thank our friends, partners, brothers and sisters for their contribution to the mission in which we have been working for many
years. If we are where we are today after 10 years, it is thanks to
your prayers, gifts, sponsorships, and encouragement and also thanks
to volunteers and mission teams who came to reinforce us.
Your words of encouragement touch us deeply!

Bank information
Tree of Life – USA
Please make checks payable to BCN
(Beavercreek Church of the Nazarene) and
send to 1850 N. Fairfield Rd. Beavercreek OH
45432 c/o Ashley Barchus and be sure to write
"Africa Donation" in the memo line.
Arbre de vie - Benin
Société Générale de Banques au Bénin
Avenue Clozel
01 BP 585
Cotonou
Bank code: B0104

Counter (guichet): 01000
Account no.: 10460923001
RIB 52
IBAN : B0104 001001046092300152
SWIFT: SOGEBJBJ
Arbre de vie – Switzerland
Recipient: Arbre de vie - Suisse
Bank name: Postefinance
Address: Avenue Nording 8 - 3030 Berne
Account no.: 17-375944-4
IBAN : CH81 0900 0000 1737 5944 4
SWIFT : POFICHBEXXX

Lebensbaum – Germany
Bank name: Deutsche Bank
Account no: 4054425
Bank code (BLZ): 460 700 24
BIC: DEUTDEDB516
IBAN: DE04460700240405442500
Lebensbaum Austria:
Recipient: Lebensbaum
Bank name: Raiffeisenbank Wernberg
Bank code (BLZ): 39559
Bank no: 27557
Please specify what you would like your
donation to be used for.

